




PLANNING FOR A SUSTAINABLE CITY   35

•	 Investing in efficient, sustainable public transport.
As the urban environment changes with greater residential 
density and commercial activity, public transport will be 
more convenient for commuters. Investing in an inter-town 
public transport system that offers better passenger amenity 
and is quick and more sustainable, such as light rail, will be 
essential. 

•	 Ensuring walking and cycling networks are both direct 
and continuous. While Canberra has an extensive walking 
and cycling network, it does not always provide a direct 
route for commuters. These networks need to be surveyed 
and progressively improved in their design and detailing to 
provide safe, easy and direct routes between destinations. 
They must be ‘age and child friendly’ and well maintained. 

•	 Including parks, community gardens and good recreational 
facilities to meet the needs of more urban living. These 
facilities and spaces do not have to be lavish or expansive 
but they must be well located and designed. Public spaces 
are important to how people experience a city and must 
therefore be integral to the planning and design of any 
redevelopment. 

•	 Regularly revising the requirements for car parking 
provision in new developments. Building and operating 
basement car parks is expensive. As people rely less on the 
second car, or even the first, the parking generation rate used 
to assess the parking requirements in developments can be 
lowered. Instead, developers can be encouraged to invest 
in improving the quality and environmental performance of 
buildings. 

•	 Innovative and responsive architecture, with most buildings 
providing a mix of uses. Sustainable design and construction 
must be employed and buildings must be ‘fit’ for Canberra’s 
climate. The form, massing and articulation of buildings must 
recognise the contribution each makes to the character and 
microclimate of the street and public places. In the main, 
buildings are to have a mix of commercial and residential 
uses and buildings fronting pedestrian spaces or streets are 
to have ground floor uses that contribute to the activity of 
the street. 

•	 Progressively modifying our arterial roads to ‘avenues’ and 
‘streets’. This change can occur as people change how they 
choose to commute and create capacity in the road system. 
A first ‘step change’ could be on-street, off-peak parking in 
locations that will support commercial activity. Ultimately, 
wider verges providing opportunities for more walking, 
cycling, outdoor dining and social activity can be established.

With this strategy it will be important to continue to: 

•	 invest in rapid bus services between the town centres

•	 prepare and review master plans and precinct codes for town 
centre and the areas of urban intensification 

•	 engage the wider community in the planning process.   

This strategy will have a profound effect on the structure of 
the city, its efficiency, the choice of lifestyles it can provide, 
business and job opportunities. It means much of Canberra’s 
suburban character remains. The input of many Canberrans 
is required to capture the community’s views and values.

Model indicating the urban form  
of intensification along transitways.
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Strategy 2: Renewing group 
and local centres as the hubs of 
community life and providing new 
opportunities for lifestyle choices.

This strategy means:
Group and local centres will remain the focus of community 
life—key meeting places and places of cultural and community 
expression. Even though there have been changes to work and 
shopping as well as community demographics, these centres 
can still be social and commercial hubs that can encourage 
people to participate in the community. 

Enhancing the commercial viability of centres by encouraging 
mixed use developments can provide affordable locations 
for new businesses and enterprises. Attracting more small, 
innovative, service and knowledge based businesses will help to 
build a clean, ‘green’ economy. 

Encouraging residential intensification in these centres and 
adjacent precincts means more people can live close to work. 
More importantly, the centres can offer an alternative living 
environment to the town centres and suburbs. 

We can improve the community’s resilience to change. 
Providing more choice of housing allows people to stay in 
the community and move to a dwelling that better suits their 
changing circumstances. Less mobile people can live closer to 
social services and in urban environments more protected from 
the effects of extreme weather conditions.

These centres will retain the social services and infrastructure, 
such as schools and libraries, to support the local community. 
Keeping young people, families and retirees in the district will 
help even out swings in the demographic profile. In turn this 
makes it easier to invest in and retain these services. 

The quality, amenity and variety of public spaces in our 
neighbourhoods can be improved. Renewal and redevelopment 
provides increased returns to the community and there is scope 
to invest in improving the urban environment. 

We can improve, overall, the environmental performance  
of Canberra’s  building stock and public infrastructure.

Urban intensification in and around group centres will: 

•	 be within an easy 10 minute walk along the streets 

•	 provide urban parks to ensure there is good amenity 

•	 have land use zoning  boundaries defined by landscape  
or topographical features 

•	 recognise heritage values 

•	 provide the opportunity to improve the environmental 
performance of the building stock and public infrastructure

•	 be characterised by mixed use buildings around 4 to 6 
storeys in the centres and residential development up  
to 4 storeys in the adjacent blocks. 




